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You can add emphasis to part of a sentence in English  
by splitting it into two clauses. This allows you to focus 
attention on the the new or important information.

New language  Focusing with clauses 

Vocabulary  Phrases for emphasis

New skill  Shifting focus

FURTHER EXAMPLES FOCUSING WITH “WHAT” CLAUSES

You can add “what” with the verb “be” to a simple statement to 
make it more emphatic. This structure is often used with verbs 
expressing emotions, such as “love,” “hate,” “like,” and “want.”

Shifting focus

This has more emphasis 
than “I really want to  
go to bed early.”

The information that you want to focus 
on is put outside the “what” clause.

Add “what” to the 
start of the sentence.

KEY LANGUAGE FOCUSING WITH “WHAT” CLAUSES

MATCH THE BEGINNINGS OF THE SENTENCES TO THE CORRECT ENDINGS
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FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE NOUNS IN THE PANEL

KEY LANGUAGE FOCUSING WITH A NOUN
If the subject of the 
sentence cannot be 
replaced with “what” 
(for example, people, 
places, or times) you 
can use a general 
noun that has a 
similar meaning.
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KEY LANGUAGE FOCUSING WITH “IT” CLAUSES

FURTHER EXAMPLES FOCUSING WITH “IT” CLAUSES

You can also emphasize 
part of a sentence by 
adding “it is” or “it was” 
and “that.” This has more emphasis than 

“No, I met your friend Michael.”

Add “it is” or “it was” 
before the noun phrase.

Add “that” before 
the main verb.

The second clause is most 
commonly introduced by 
“that,” but “which” or  
“who” (and, less formally, 
“when” and “where”) can 
also be used.

Main verb moves 
to the end.

RESPOND TO THE AUDIO OUT LOUD, USING FOCUSING CLAUSES
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LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

A parenting expert is giving a radio interview  
about social networks and digital parenting skills.

CHECKLIST

 Focusing with clauses   Phrases for emphasis   Shifting focus  

REVIEW THE ENGLISH YOU HAVE LEARNED IN UNITS 42–45

REPORTING WITH PASSIVES

MODALS IN THE PASSIVE

HEDGING

INVERSION AFTER NEGATIVE 
ADVERBIALS

INVERSION AFTER TIME ADVERBIALS

FOCUSING WITH “WHAT” CLAUSES 
AND NOUNS

NEW LANGUAGE SAMPLE SENTENCE

FOCUSING WITH “IT” CLAUSES

UNIT
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